
Electricity workers have gathered in large 
numbers at Ram Lila Maidan in Delhi, to 
oppose the Electricity Amendment Bill 2022. 
Workers of many other sectors have also come 
here to extend their support to the struggle. 
The struggle of the electricity workers is an 
important component of the struggle against 
privatisation, that is raging all over the country. 

Mazdoor Ekta Committee (MEC) fully 
supports the struggle of the electricity workers. 
Your united struggle is an important step in 
defending the interests of society. Mazdoor 
Ekta Committee salutes your courage and 
determination in the struggle. 

Access to electric supply is an essential need 
of all human beings in this day and age.  It is 
a universal right.  Hence it is the duty of the 
State to ensure adequate and reliable supply 
RI�HOHFWULFLW\�DW�D�RUGDEOH�UDWHV�WR�DOO��(DUQLQJ�
SULYDWH� SUR¿W� FDQQRW� EH� WKH� REMHFWLYH� RI�
producing and distributing this basic necessity. 
Privatisation of electric supply amounts to the 
abrogation of duty by the State.  It is a violation 
of the fundamental right of all households 
to have access to reliable electric supply at 
D�RUGDEOH�UDWHV�

Through their united opposition, the electricity 
workers all over the country have successfully 
foiled the plans of the central and state 
governments to hand over the distribution of 
electricity to private hands.

Your bold actions in Jammu & Kashmir, 
Uttarakhand, Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh, 

Support the just struggle of the 
Electricity workers!

Privatisation of Electricity is against the 
interests of society!

Statement of Mazdoor Ekta Committee, November 23, 2022

Chandigarh, etc. are all a testimony to the 
struggle you have waged in preventing the 
privatisation of electricity distribution. As a 
result of your struggle, the central government 
has been unsuccessful in its repeated attempts 
at getting the Electricity Amendment Bill 
passed in parliament – in 2014, 2018, 2020 and 
2021. Once again, in the monsoon session of 
parliament this year, the bill could not be passed 
and has been sent to a standing committee of 
parliament for further consideration. 

The privatisation program began in the 1990s 
in the sphere of power generation.  Long-term 
power purchase agreements were signed by 
the authorities with various private companies, 
,QGLDQ�DQG�IRUHLJQ��,W�OHG�WR�KXJH�SULYDWH�SUR¿WV�
for the monopoly capitalists who invested in 
power generation.  It led to a large increase 
in the price that state electricity boards had to 
pay for power. This in turn led to a steep rise 
in the rates which farmers and urban workers 
had to pay for electric power.

The spokesmen of the Central Government 
and various bourgeois economists claim that 
privatisation of electricity distribution will give 
customers the freedom to choose between 
GL�HUHQW� FRPSDQLHV�� 7KH\� FODLP� WKDW� LW� ZLOO�
bring in healthy competition, which will lead 
WR�PRUH�H�FLHQW�DQG�UHOLDEOH�SRZHU�VXSSO\�DW�
D�RUGDEOH�UDWHV�

The experience with electricity distribution 
privatisation so far does not support the claims 
of its proponents.  Mumbai city, for instance, 
has two private companies and one public 



company supplying electric power; and power 
rates in the city are one of the highest in the 
FRXQWU\�� ,Q� 'HOKL�� GL�HUHQW� ]RQHV� DUH� XQGHU�
WKH�FRQWURO�RI�WZR�GL�HUHQW�FRPSDQLHV��RZQHG�
by the Tata and Reliance monopoly houses.  
Individual households do not have any choice 
whatsoever. They are at the mercy of one 
private monopoly or the other.

The monopoly corporate houses want to 
secure their monopoly control over this vital 
resource of society, in order to make maximum 
SUR¿WV��7KH�(OHFWULFLW\�$PHQGPHQW�%LOO�DLPV�WR�
create the opportunity for private companies 
WR�HQMR\�KLJK�SUR¿W�UDWHV�ZLWK�ORZ�ULVN��ZLWKRXW�
the need to advance their own capital to invest 
in infrastructure. The huge network built with 
public funds, which are under the control of the 
state electricity boards, will be made available 
to the big capitalists, practically for free.

The electricity workers’ unions have repeatedly 
pointed out that this Bill is designed to serve 
the interests of private companies, at the 
expense of workers, peasants and other low-
income consumers.  

Opposition to the Electricity Amendment Bill 
has been a key issue in the struggle of kisans 
DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\��.LVDQ�XQLRQV�KDYH�MRLQHG�
hands with the workers’ unions to oppose the 
Electricity Amendment Bill. They realise that 
electric power for running their water pumps 
will become very expensive.

Workers of state electricity boards have carried 
out several awareness campaigns, to educate 
XUEDQ� KRXVHKROGV� DERXW� WKH� KDUPIXO� H�HFWV�
that privatisation of both power generation 
and distribution will have on them. As a result 
RI�\RXU�WLUHOHVV�H�RUWV��WRGD\�ODNKV�RI�ZRUNHUV�
and kisans all over the country are coming out 
in support of your struggle. 

Since the 1990s, every government at the 
centre and in the states has been implementing 
the program of privatisation. Many basic public 
sector enterprises and services have been 
consciously and deliberately wrecked and 
GHFODUHG�³ORVV�PDNLQJ´� LQ�RUGHU�WR� MXVWLI\�WKHLU�
privatisation. Railways, banking, insurance, 
MTNL, BSNL, road and air transport, education 
and health services, all these are being pushed 
towards privatisation in this manner. In the same 
manner, the central and state governments 
have deliberately ruined the state electricity 
boards and government distribution companies 
¿QDQFLDOO\��VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EH�KDQGHG�RYHU�DW�D�
pittance, to the monopoly capitalist companies. 

7KH� ¿JKW� DJDLQVW� SULYDWLVDWLRQ� LV� D� ¿JKW� RI�
workers, kisans and other toiling people against 
the bourgeoisie, headed by the monopoly 
houses.  The struggle has to be waged with 
the perspective of liberating society from 
EHLQJ�GRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�JUHHG�RI�SUR¿W�KXQJU\�
monopoly capitalists. This requires the working 
class to take political power in its hands, 
socialise the ownership of the means of large-
scale production and reorient the economy 
WRZDUGV�IXO¿OOLQJ�DOO�HVVHQWLDO�QHHGV�RI�GLJQL¿HG�
human life of all members of society.

0D]GRRU� (NWD� &RPPLWWHH� VXSSRUWV� WKH� MXVW�
demands of the electricity workers – to withdraw 
the Electricity Amendment Bill 2022 and stop all 
attempts at privatisation in the electricity sector; 
to regularise the contract workers; to restore 
the old pension scheme, etc. We congratulate 
you for this successful protest action. 

Mazdoor Ekta Committee
&RQWDFW��(�����6DQMD\�&RORQ\��2NKOD�3KDVH����1HZ�'HOKL

Contact: 8860328652; email : post.mecdelhi@gmail.com

Withdraw the Electricity Amendment Bill 2022!

Support the just struggle of the Electricity 

workers!

Long live the unity of workers, kisans and all 

toilers!

Inquilab Zindabad!


