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Railway Trade Unions decided to go on Indefinite Strike from 1%* May, 2024 on the demand for restoration of Old
Pension Scheme (OPS)

Pursuant to the decision taken by the Joint Forum for Restoration of Old Pension Scheme (JFROPS), the Trade
Unions in Railways have decided to serve Strike Notice on the respective General Managers on 19" March, 2024 to
proceed on Indefinite Strike from 1% May, 2024 on the demand for restoration of Old Pension Scheme (OPS). National
Federation of Indian Railway (NFIR) is part of Joint Forum for Restoration of Old Pension Scheme (JFEROPS) of NJCA
and its General Secretary M. Raghavaiah is the Co-Convener of the Joint Forum.

The long pending demand for Restoration of Old Pension Scheme is continued unresolved despite best efforts and
persuasions of Staff Side of the Joint Consultative Machinery (JCM) as also the National Federation of Indian Railwaymen.
NFIR General Secretary Dr. M. Raghavaiah said that two Railway Ministers have in the past sent written proposals to the
Government of India highlighting the unique role of Railways, critical and complex nature of duties of Railwaymen and
the hazards involved in the course of performing duties which are akin to Defence Forces. The Railway Ministers have
pleaded through their communications that Railways should be exempted from the National Pension System (NPS) for
continuing Old Pension Scheme (OPS). NFIR General Secretary expressed disappointment that the Government has not
considered the merits of the case, consequently Guaranteed Pension i.e. 50% of last Pay Drawn to Railway employees
appointed from 01/01/2004 and retiring on superannuation or medical invalidation is denied under NPS. He also said that
many Railway employees lose their lives or meet with serious injuries in the course of performing their duties which fact
was acknowledged by Shri Anil Kakodkar, Chairman of the High Level Safety Review Committee in his report submitted
to the Government of India. Mr. Raghavaiah further said that after successful conduct of mega rally of employees of
various organizations with the gathering of over three lakhs on 10® August, 2023 at Ram Lila Maidan, New Delhi, a jointly
signed Memorandum by the steering Committee Members of JFROPS was submitted to the Prime Minister of India on the
very same day which contains the deficiencies in the National Pension System (NPS) with fond hope that the Government
would positively respond and address the demand. He said that the JCM (Staff Side) delegation met the Pension Review
Committee constituted by the Government of India, in June & July, 2023 and explained the genuineness of demand and
need for restoration of Old Pension Scheme (OPS). He expressed disappointment that there has been no positive response
from the Government on the pleadings made by the organizations against NPS so far.

In Railways, Strike Ballot was conducted by NFIR affiliated Unions in November, 2023 and over 95% of Railway
employees supported the Strike on the demand for restoration of OPS. Taking into consideration the mandate given by
Railway employees through Strike Ballot and the unanimous decision of the Joint Forum for Restoration of OPS, it has
been decided that Strike Notice should be served on Railway General Managers on 19t March, 2024 to proceed ahead on
Strike from 1t May, 2024, Mr. Raghavaiah said. He also said that various organizations of workers, Teachers, State
Government Employees, Defence Civilian Workers, Postal Employees and employee of other Central Government
Organizations will participate in the Indefinite Strike from 1%t May, 2024 as these organizations are part of JFROPS and
also party to the Strike decision.

Mr. Raghavaiah reiterated that NFIR has already directed all its affiliated Unions on Indian Railways to mobilize
the Railway employees and proceed for serving Strike Notice on 19® March, 2024 for launching Indefinite Strike from 1%t
May, 2024.
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